30 Packaging

Excel Automatbon has compleied all four
phases of a conitrsct to upgrde the Chivas
Brothers' palletisation and sutomatic
dispatch facility In Dumbarton. The
prect, for one of Scotland's largest
bottling plants with storage for over 10,800
palletlsed loads, is expected to achieve a 30
per cent increase in culpul.

PMhase | and 2 involved o major
refurbishment of two automatic storage
and retrbeval syetems and nssoclated pallet
conveynrs, as well & new conveyor
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new product

FP green lines

FP linterratbonal has lnunched two
envirommenially friendly packaging lines,
The productis, Fie-Pak Green palystyrene
loose TE pod Cell-00 Green alr eushion, foem

{ part af e company’s Green Family = the

umbeelln brand under sehicl FPF markots fs
ecoliglcal produscts,

Flo-Pak Greeri Is the st ever degradabie
mpa.ndnl puui:.-u.r:.-'rrnrl.-lm-:-r fill on the

¢ markel. Manuiaciered from 1D per oent

recycled polystyrens, I can be recycled and

! rewsed many times, reduclng the need lor

systems (o improve the Dow of palletised energy-lntenshee monufacturing processes
prosduct Into the warehouse. Excel also to produce new loose Gl
totally refurbished clght norrow-aksle The high-level oui-feed conveyor system The second product Introduced as part of
stacker cranes. instslled for Phose 4 tranadfers cases from FP Intermationals Green Family is Cell-0
Phase 3 Included eight new production the sutomated stores through two barcode i Green, n cost-effective, durable and
line conveying syslems o Fanspon Inbelers and onto conveyor Hnes that i enwvirommentally responsible abr cushilon
different-slred cartons from the boitling reimdre kn-house pallets pnd replace them that offers superkor vold-fill and coshioning
plant into a new palletising plant wherne with either a ship sheet or one of five types while alsn being lghtwelglt, recyelalile,
they are sutomatically sorted into pallet ol shipping palled. Loads are then reusalibe and degradabie. Cell-0 Green
profiles. Over 1,000m of Excelveyor 500 transfermed on a high-speed shiittlhe car 1o peckmging s made with post-comnsemer
belt-driven carion conveyor were Installesk one of 13 sceumulsthon lanes, ot the end of recycled high density polyethylene. 12
il every f00mm section up o ithe which ls a turniahle that automatkeally deslgned to be rewsed many times, X
palletising area features a soft-start system  orientates the pallets to maximise lorry Henwever, odce 1 has resched the end of s
that prevenis botiles breaking, while Iomds. Exced also supplied two automated useful life, it can be recycled or Incineraied
achieving the fastest possible cycle speed. gudded vehicle systems. for enengy recovery.

Thomas Luther, Sky account divecior ai Unipart
Technology Logisthcs, says Al companies should
promete and encourage 8 change of mindsed nround
packaging and really understand siat vihee - H any -
does packaging bring 1o the end consumes proposition,
Are big colourful boxes needed, or would a modern
copsumer  appreciate  and even find o morne
environmienial sobution mans valuable? This sdll drive the
fuiure around packaging efficlency and shoubd be
spponed in every business.”

And Paol lames, general manager for developosent -
environmental and compliance sohutbons ot DL Supply
Chain, paints out that comprities ame more aware than
they used o be of the opportunities (o save coyd and
reduce their environmental impact throegh peckaging
optimisation. “Apan from begislation - such as the
Proclucer Responsibility (Packaging Wasie] Regulathons
2007 - major retalless and manufacturers ane also
pledging 1o remove packaging waste growth theough
irfEatives including WRAPS Countald Commitment.

“Thie mext step ks for businesses fo be mone swane of the
benefits o consumers. The recent trend of using
microwavalle pouches for lems such as beans and
spagherd saves money and carbon within the supply
chain s well as shelf space at the supermarioer. This
mesans that there is no need for consunyers o emply the
comntents into another container {or heating, therelone
reducing washing of sepasane containers.”

However, John Lancasier. commercinl dinsctor at
bpifilms poings out s “The real problem for all
crganksations, imespective of their soe, B that they simply
don't have the dme or resouscss o continually check
their packnging opemtons ame taking advantage of the
lantest techauidogn”

The company navw offers free wrag audits which look ag
all aspects of 4 wrappling operation with a view 1o
ensuring it employs the latest achnoes to cul both waste
and costs. “This process often highlights small ssues
which can make n big difference,” says Lancaster. “Far
instance, is not unusual for us w find people whi have
bosght wrapplng machines five years ago and still have
thiem noing on the same seftngs even though film

Above: Rada's labric
conditioner packaging
trial, funded by WRAF,
s running af five shores.

Hight: bpl Almas oifsrs
free Wrap Aadits which
asnsEs Pvery aspoct of a
wrapping operation with
& view o ensuring i

ermiploys the Lafesi
sdvancos 1o cut botls
waszie and costs.
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